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Frequently Asked Questions  
Parents  

 
What is BYOT?  
BYOT is an acronym for Bring Your Own Technology and is a program that allows students to bring 

their own technology devices to be used at specific times during the day to support learning. 

Examples of BYOT devices are: laptops, eBook readers, iPads, tablets, etc.  

 

How is BYOT used in class?  
Teachers will let students know within their classes when they can use their devices for an activity. 

Access to mobile technologies enables instant access to a wealth of information, references, and 

collaborative resources on the web. These Internet resources can support the learning activities that 

are a part of daily classroom instruction.  

 

How do teachers monitor technology use in class?  
Teachers are constantly monitoring as they teach, walking around the room, reading body language, 

checking student work, etc. Monitoring technology use in class is no different. If they see a student 

using their device at an inappropriate time/ or to access inappropriate material, the teacher will 

confiscate the device immediately and disciplinary actions will follow according to our established 

PBIS Guidelines.  

 

What do I have to do before my child can bring my own technology to school?  
1. Guardian(s) and student must attend one of the BYOT Informational Nights at Erpenbeck 

Elementary.  

 

2. Guardian(s) and student must fill out, sign, and acknowledge the usage agreement provided by 

Boone County Schools.  

 

3. Students must have achieved a proficiency rating of 70% or above on all components of digital 

citizenship found on the Digital Passport Website.  

 

Who can access the districts Wi-Fi (wireless) network?  
Any student or staff member, with proper credentials (username and password), within range of our 

Wi-Fi signal can access the network. For security purposes, the network is structured so that other 

users don’t know who else is on the network nor can they access anyone else’s device. Student 

usernames and passwords are created after they complete the requirements for obtaining a digital 

passport.  

 

What devices can access the Boone County wireless network?  
Any device with Wi-Fi capability can access the network. There is no need for a data plan or phone 

service, in fact the use of these plans is prohibited.  



 

Frequently Asked Questions  
Parents  

 
What happens if a student cannot bring a personal mobile device to class?  
Your child will not be treated any differently because he/she doesn’t have his/her own device. If 

students are bullied or harassed because of this, the consequences are the same as any other bullying 

or harassment incident. The idea of BYOT is to allow more students access to technology in the 

classroom than we already are able to provide. If students do not have their own devices, we still 

have plenty of technology at our school for students to use. Activities and assignments are designed 

for everyone to be able to complete without any issues.  

 

Who will provide technical support?  
It is not the responsibility of Boone County and/or Erpenbeck Elementary staff to 

fix/repair/troubleshoot individual devices. Your device is your responsibility.  

 

How will safety and security of the devices be provided?  
Students are ultimately responsible for the security of his/her personal device. No portable device 

should ever be left unattended! Unattended devices will be turned in to school administration. Per 

school division policy, Boone County and/or Erpenbeck Elementary is not responsible for loss, 

damage or theft of any personal electronic device. Any loss, theft or damage is the responsibility of 

the student and parent/guardian.  

 

What Internet security will be provided?  
Student access to the Internet through our “BCS_WIRELESS” Wi-Fi network is filtered in the same 

way as student access through wired computers at school. As noted above, other users of the network 

cannot access the devices of other users on the network. The school network has a firewall and filter 

that filters content.  

 

Should students access the Internet via private service providers like Verizon or AT&T?  
Students are prohibited from using 3G or 4G wireless access to the Internet using private 

subscriptions through their own Internet Service Provider. Students should ensure the service is 

turned off when entering the school building and connect using the BCS_WIRELESS service. 

 

Can special device features, for example video recording, be used?  
No unauthorized audio or video recording will be permitted. Specific permission will be granted by 

teachers for recording as needed to accomplish specific instructional activities.  

 

What do I do if a student reports that they are being bullied by someone using a personal 

device?  
This should be reported to a school administrator and is a violation of the BYOT Student Agreement 

form.  

 

How will the teachers know who has BYOT privileges and who does not?  
In order to initially bring in a device students will have to earn a Digital Passport. The Digital 

Passport must be visible when the student is working on their device. The Digital Passport will be 

kept in a safe place in the classroom. No passport=No device. 



 

Frequently Asked Questions  
Parents  
 

Once it is approved, can students use their technology at any time during the school day?  
No, the technology will only be used at appropriate times during the day as decided by the teacher.  

 

How will theft, loss, or damage of a personally owned device be handled in school?  
Guidelines for the BYOT program specifically address the risk of students bringing their own 

devices to school. The school is NOT responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged devices.  

 

Is there a device that District recommends or requires for BYOT?  
We are currently not requiring or endorsing a specific device.  

 

How is the school teaching students about digital citizenship?  
In order to obtain a Digital Passport students must complete have achieved a proficiency rating of 

70% or above on all components of digital citizenship found on the Digital Passport Website. This 

website focuses on proper communication, etiquette, online privacy, cyberbullying, safe online 

research, copyright, and plagiarism.  

 

Will students be able to access social networking sites like Facebook and Instagram?  
No, these sites are prohibited from all Boone County Schools and are blocked by the network 

firewall. It is also important to note that even from home, students must be 13 years old to create an 

account on most social networking sites.  

 

How many classrooms are involved in your BYOT program?  
By the end of the 2015-2016 school year, grades 3-5 will be approved to begin the BYOT Program.  

 

As a parent, should I add additional software (virus protection, filter, tracking device, etc.) to 

my child’s device?  
Yes, according to the Boone County BYOT Guidelines, it is recommended to install some type of 

anti-virus protection. Anti-malware protection is recommended to protect from malware. A tracking 

software is recommended to protect from theft or a lost device.  

 

Can a student’s BYOT privilege be revoked?  
Yes, if a student is not following expectations as outlined by the school’s Acceptable Use Policy, the 

BYOT Guidelines, or PBIS expectations for their personally owned device, an administrator or 

teacher can revoke the privilege through the regular discipline process.  

 



 

Frequently Asked Questions  
Students  

 
I have my laptop with me in class. How do I get on the Internet now?  
Most laptops or other personal devices (tablets, e-readers, etc.), will detect a wireless connection 

when you are near one. Most of the time your technology tool will ask you if you would like to join 

the network.  

When prompted, choose “BCS_WIRELESS” from the list. At the log in screen, enter the same log in 

credentials used to log in to district owned computers. Read the Acceptable Use Policy and be sure to 

check that it has been read. Click/Tap to connect.  

 
My laptop is not prompting me to choose a wireless network. Is there another way to connect?  
In the settings menu of your device, there is usually an icon for a network. Go to this icon and choose 

“BCS_WIRELESS” from the list or prompt your computer to look for wireless networks in range. At 

the log in screen, enter the same log in credentials used to log in to district owned computers. Read 

the Acceptable Use Policy and be sure to check that it has been read. Click/Tap to connect. Always 

consult your device’s owner’s manual for exact directions for accessing a wireless network. It is not 

the responsibility of Boone County and/or Erpenbeck Elementary staff to fix/repair/troubleshoot 

individual devices. You may also need to open a new browser session and login there, also. 

 

I brought my device to school to use, but my teacher said I couldn’t use it. Can I still use it?  
The teacher in the classroom has the final say on procedures in the classroom. If he or she asks you 

not to use your device, then you should follow those directions. Access is only available, not 

guaranteed for each classroom situation.  

 

I just can’t get my laptop to connect to the network. Can I get some help from someone?  
Students are required to know and understand how their device connects to the Internet before 

obtaining their Digital Passport. They will have the chance to connect to the wireless network at one 

of the parent informational nights.  

 

I need to save my work on my U: Drive so I can access it on a school computer. Why can’t I 

access this resource?  
You are on the Personal Network. It is not the same as you would normally access from a school 

computer. You will not see your personal U: Drive folder, so you will need to save your work in 

another place. Some options include a flash drive, your own hard drive, or an App/Program like 

Google Drive or Dropbox or even email it to yourself. 

 

I need to print the spreadsheet I just created, why is there no printer listed when I try this?  
Like the U: Drive folder, printers are networked differently on the school network and will not be 

available when you login to the Personal network.  

  

My device was stolen when I brought it to school. Who should I contact about this?  
Bringing your own technology tools to school can be useful, however some risks are involved as 

well. Boone County Schools and/or Erpenbeck Elementary are not responsible for the theft of a 

device nor are we responsible for any damage done to the device while at school. Any time a theft 

occurs, you should contact a school administrator to make him/her aware of the offense. 


